
                                                                     Attachment 1 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

Through HB 2538, the 1993 Oregon Legislative Assembly created the 
seven member Access and Habitat (A&H) Board.  This legislation 
authorized the A&H Board to review and recommend to the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission projects designed to improve wildlife habitat 
and public hunting access in Oregon.  The 2003 Oregon Legislative 
Assembly reauthorized the program through December 2009.  Project 
proposals are typically submitted by landowners, corporations, 
organizations and agencies.  Applications are initially reviewed by board-
appointed regional advisory councils established in six geographic 
regions of the state.  The councils forward proposals to the A&H Board 
with recommendations to approve or deny projects.  The A&H Board 
provides the next level of project review, and then forwards proposals to 
the Fish and Wildlife Commission for final consideration and approval to 
expend A&H Program funds. 
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

The Access and Habitat Program provides for public involvement through 
the regional advisory councils and state A&H Board meetings.  The 
meetings are advertised in advance, notices are published on the 
Department’s website and in the program’s newsletter and agendas are 
mailed to interested citizens.  There is an opportunity for interested 
citizens to provide public comment during these meetings.  The A&H 
Board most recently met on July 24, 2007 in Salem, Oregon. 

 
ISSUE 1 
 

 
Project Funding Approval 

  
Project 1 #2007-24 Linn Forest Protection   

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:               $30,000 
• Cooperator Funds:      $647,500 
• Total Project Cost:     $677,500 
• Applicant:                   Linn Forest Protection Association (LFPA) 
• Location:                    Northwest Region                                    
• Cooperators:              LFPA ($617,500) Linn County Sheriff’s    

                                              Office ($30,000) 
• Council Vote:            Yes:  6;  No: 1 
• Board Vote:               Yes:  6;  No: 0  

 
The project proposes $30,000 ($10,000/year for 3 years) in A&H funds to 
help hire a Linn County sheriff deputy to provide law enforcement on 
389,500 acres of private and 121,300 acres of public forest lands in Linn 
County during general deer and elk seasons.  The deputy will provide 
patrol and assistance on those lands that are open to hunting and will 
coordinate efforts with the landowners, OSP, private security services and 
other agency law enforcement personnel.  



 
The Linn Forest Protection Association is a collection of 20 landowners 
who wish to provide public hunting access to control damage to forest 
plantations by deer and elk.  However, due to costly vandalism, theft, 
trespass, dumping, poaching and other violations the landowners have 
had to keep their lands closed to the general public.   
 
Since 1997, the A&H Program has helped to fund law enforcement 
activities to keep these lands open for hunter access. 
  
The South Willamette Regional Advisory Council and State Board voted 
to recommend this project for approval.   
 

Project 2 
 

#2007-26 Hope Well Restoration                  

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:                $15,000 
• Cooperator Funds:       $44,560 
• Total Project Cost:      $59,560 
• Applicant:                    ZX Ranch     
• Location:                     High Desert Region                                       
• Cooperators:                Landowner ($22,560); Lakeview BLM        
                                          (3,000); Lake Co. Grazing Board ($19,000) 
• Council Vote:             Yes: 7;   No: 0    
• Board Vote:                Yes: 6;   No: 0    

 
The project proposes $15,000 in A&H funds to re-drill and full length 
case  the Hope Well which services an 11 mile pipeline that provides 
stock and wildlife water on a 150 square mile BLM allotment.  This water 
supports up to 250 pronghorn antelope, 130 bighorn sheep, 400 mule deer 
and 150 sage grouse. When established in 1993 the well which is owned 
and operated by the ZX Ranch was partially cased and in January 2007 
the uncased portion caved in.   
 
The High Desert Regional Advisory Council and State Board voted 
unanimously to recommend this project for approval.   
  

Project 3 
 

#2007-27 L.D. Bennett Juniper Cut     

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:                 $15,000 
• Cooperator Funds:        $12,438 
• Total Project Cost:        $27,438 
• Applicant:                     LD Bennett and Goose Lake Fishes  
                                            Working Group 
• Location:                      High Desert Region                    
• Habitat Acres:               200 
• Cooperators:                Landowner ($5,900); OWEB ($5,000); 
                                           Lakeview SWCD ($1,000); Lake County  
                                           Watershed Council ($538) 
• Council Vote:               Yes: 7;   No:  0  



• Board Vote:                  Yes: 6;   No: 0  
 
The project proposes $15,000 in A&H funds to cut juniper on 200 acres 
of mule deer winter range in the Interstate Wildlife Management Unit to 
maintain health of the bitterbrush and sage brush understory.  The juniper 
will be hand felled with a chainsaw, bucked into firewood and limb wood 
stacked for jackpot burning outside of the fire season.  The firewood will 
be strictly used by the landowner and several of the limb piles will be 
retained to provide brush piles for small mammals and birds. The 
landowner currently allows by-permission access for mule deer hunting 
on 370 acres. 
 
The Deschutes/Klamath Regional Advisory Council and the State Board 
voted unanimously to approve the project as proposed. 
  

Project 4 
 

#2007-28 Blue Mountains Elk Initiative  
 

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:               $100,000 
• Cooperator Funds:      $284,500 
• Total Project Cost:      $384,500 
• Applicant:                   Blue Mountains Elk Initiative 
• Location:                    Northeast and High Desert Regions 
• Habitat Acres:            TBD       
• Cooperators:              USFS ($85,000), Blue Mountain Habitat         
                                         Restoration Council ($20,000), Rocky Mt.  
                                         Elk Foundation PAC ($179,500) 
• Council Vote:             Yes: 4;   No: 0 
• Board Vote:                Yes: 5;   No: 1 
 

The project proposes $100,000 in A&H funds to partner with the Blue 
Mountains Elk Initiative (BMEI) to improve management of elk in the 
Blue Mountains of northeastern Oregon.  A&H funds would be matched 
at a minimum 1:1 ratio with BMEI funds which would be available for 
landowners for habitat improvement projects such as controlled burns, 
noxious weed control, spring developments and rangeland rehabilitation.  
 
The BMEI is a federal, state, and tribal entity created in 1990 to deal with 
elk and elk habitat issues through partnerships that rely on natural 
resource professionals, concerned citizens and groups, and tribal nations. 
Over the past 15 years, BMEI partners and cooperators have coordinated 
more than 300 projects effecting more than 2 million acres of elk habitat.  
 

Project 5 
 

#2007-29 Sled Springs Management Demonstration Area 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:                $344,871 
• Cooperator Funds:       $394,402 
• Total Project Cost:       $739,273 
• Applicant:                    Gallatin NE Oregon Land and Timber,       
                                           LLC and ODFW 



• Location:                     Northeast Region              
• Habitat Acres:             400 
• Access Duration:         5 Years 
• Access Acres:             127,000 acres of private timberlands  
• Cooperators:                Landowner ($337,740); ODFW Wallowa  
                                          District ($56,662) 
• Council Vote:             Yes: 4;   No:  0  
• Board Vote:                Yes: 5;   No: 0; Steve McClelland abstained 

 
The project proposes $344,871 in A&H funds over a five year period to: 
1) ensure compliance with the company’s access plan and resource 
protection rules while continuing public access to over 127,000 acres of 
private timberlands; 2) support the goals of the Sled Springs Management 
Demonstration Area (MDA) as agreed to by the landowner and ODFW, 
and; 3) support the landowner’s goals with respect to the American Forest 
and Paper Association’s Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) as related to 
big game.  
 
A full-time ODFW technician will be hired to work with Gallatin and 
ODFW biologists to estimate pre-season calf ratios, prepare gates and 
signage in advance of hunting seasons and maintain the latter during 
hunts, patrol and collect biological data, and prepare an annual report on 
project results on the MDA. 
 
The MDA focuses on improving landowner – sportsmen relations, 
enhancing sportsmen success and satisfaction with management 
programs, and on testing and demonstration of new elk management 
tools. 
 
The Northeast Regional Advisory Council and the State Board voted 
unanimously to approve the project as proposed. 
     

Project 6 #2007-31 C2 Ranch Habitat Improvement 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

• A&H Funds:                 $5,000 
• Cooperator Funds:        $14,600 
• Total Project Cost:        $19,600  
• Applicant:                     Dave Picanso, C2 Ranch Manager 
• Location:                       Southwest Region  
• Habitat Acres:               280 
• Access Duration:           2 Years 
• Access Acres:                2,750 acres private  
• Cooperators:                  Landowner ($9,600); NWTF ($1,000); 
                                           OHA ($2,000); ODFW ($2,000) 
• Council Vote:               Yes: 6;   No:  0  
• Board Vote:                  Yes: 6;   No: 0  

 
The project proposes $5,000 in A&H funds to improve approximately 200 
acres of pastures used by up to 100 elk.  One of the most historically 



important pastures known as the Irrigated Forks has been almost 
completely overtaken by Himalayan blackberry. In addition to blackberry 
removal, the project also proposes to fertilize 60 acres of pasture and 
remove 20 acres of decadent wedgeleaf ceanothus to improve deer 
browse. 
 
In exchange for project funding, the landowner will allow youth deer, elk, 
and turkey hunting during 2007 and 2008 on the 2,750 acres of ranch 
property south of Hwy. 140. 
 
The Southwest Regional Advisory Council and the State Board voted 
unanimously to approve the project as proposed.     
 
 

DRAFT MOTION I move to approve the recommendations of the Access and Habitat Board 
for project funding. 
 

EFFECTIVE  DATE: September 7, 2007 
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